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B Jim lkerman will b
guest speaker for foday's
mesting of the Amearican
Lagion Post No. 31,

The group meets at
6:30 p.m. at the Senior
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Young Shoals entrepreneur
knows true meaning of
slogan, ‘Just Do It’

By Sharhonda Allen
Foarure Witer iy
Teny b s 5, John Odem sat in
his chael’s Lag and prepsared (o kaned
an abrpkane that was trveling 140
miles an howr from a descent of
00 e,

It was his first baneling. From
ihiat mnmsent on, John said he and
his clad kandesd aimlanes wgether oo many
times lo count.”

Jotn i @ perlect examiple of what “pest do it*
really means. Bofure his 10th birthiday, John no
oy mastered lindingy airplanes, he had staried
learning how o ly helicopbers, was cxpert sl
hangs plicling:, barcfool water skimg and, of age
&, had takoen wp the banjo,

By B3, e hawld wom the Tennesses Valley Tal
ent Search comest, pliyed on the Roy Acuff
stagne in Opryland aivd appeared on stage with
Minnie earl. He even developed a oneanan
slow of bango rmuesic ancd joles ealled "Haot S
that appesred on local tebevision amd radio,

He shrugrs aned snsles when asked i tere's
anyihing he can'’t do —a modesy gesture that's
typcal of this polite 19year-old,

Queictspaken il with a direct kol and
open ElendEness b people he meets, John
et his coveted helioopeer pilor's Boense last
year when he was 18,

He sad his FAA examiner told him he was
the youngesl commendal heBoopter pilat in the
Uit Seatess.

“That felt good. Real good,” Jolm said, “T've
abwans wanbed bo be a pilod”

As president of Shoals
Creek Aviation, he also might
b one af the youngest peopl:
in the Shoabs in charge of run-
nimgg i compay. In aditon, Te
5 a0 undor” political sci-
ence maar at the University of
Morth Alubaney

Airplanes and helicopters
ihweanys have b i his life, e
saitl. Political science is just
amdher thing in his life that
shawres a comumon denoming
tor with fiving and music -

they are interests he shares |Leaming to play the banjo exrmed
with his Bitheer, Florcioe bwyer 1i-year-old Jobn Odem a mecting
Dhetinis Ocdern., with the Lyie Minnke Pearl.

“He's more like my best —
friene] than my dad,” John sad
“Wie don't fight. We just .. il aboul everything.
My dad and mom are Bke that, I'vwe never heard
them fight.”

Odiem sadd he vl his wife, Carohm, have

always been “exceptionally
close”™ o John, He sud John is
& s who frequently 1ells his
parents that b koves Qe He
et that as parents, they “Tuve
truly been blessed,” He said
ey, by, com=icer John their
best ane closesdt friend.

“In his early years, we
spent o lot of time with Jahn
emphasizing trust, honar and
respect,” e said. “These are
Ehe thinges U e trdy inpor
tanil i lifie

“Many limes | have okl
Jahen, “San, na person on earth
will ever love you mare than
your mather %0 always honar
andl respect her,” ® bae s

Dennis Cuiem  began
teaching John about helicog
ters afler John mastered land-
ing airplanes, By age 14, Joln
T Aowne dozenes of hotrs as
cawpilot,

Creek Avintion.

Timkay, at age 19, John Odem is o licensed commercinl helicopter pllot and is president of Iis own busines, Shoals

“With dual controds, [ was
permiited to hover, take off
and lanel without i ever having o towch dwe
condrols,” Johin said,

He said his dad abways was calm and never
fugsed or got ecited. Father and son flew
togeiher almosi daily

When he was 15, Denns Odem iold John he
was ready to solo the helioogter, John said whien
T e the words, e felt o
hummap i hais Bhroat because he
knew ‘s-lih.l' s “all by

yoursell,

Theey began that day by
fiyings logether, os usual, willy
John landing the alreraft.
John said his dad then
stepped out of the helicopter,
wished hien luck and tobkd
hiism mod b be: late for break-
fa=1. Jahn said he watched
his dad cabmlby walk away and
Jesive by aaborwe at the coty
ok,

I was hack on the
ground in 55 mimdes sharp
grinning from ear lo ear” he
satil. “Thal was the best
breakfiet Pve ever eaten,”

The nest year John began farmal trining o
carn his license

One of his instroctors was Richand [osns, a
oot with e Tiemanessosene Valbey Authority, Dowrrs

sitid he first met John when the yoang pllot
wats 9 or 10 years ald,

“I was teaching Dennis o " Diwns
recalbod, "My wite wasan EMT with the res.
o padd .. and Joha just picked rght up
oo that and held a comversation. He's the
sharpest and mozt sensible individual |
o,

It was abut that time that John met
William Foster and hesrd for the first e
the Foster Family String Banil. Foster's [
music inspired John o take up the bango,

“We openedd for Jerry Clower and John
anel his Bamily had come 1o hear Jerry per
form,” Foster said, “Mayhe a week later,
Jodw andl his dad came by the office hene

- &0 | playesd for hisn,”

Fﬁumlimn:wmm ol LMAy By age 10, John Odem had leamed o land airplanes

English department. His funily's band has  @0d had started beaming how to operate a heicopter

rained wide recogmition with thelr music
el is @ favorite attraction o festivals and
cuteris,

. Foster said he is hononed to know John was
inspared by his musie. The two men are a gener-
ation agart, but have becornse firm friends.

“We play gether ... of rotting Sessions sl
ench other's howses,” Foster said,

Dhenunis Okbemn has learned o pliy the bass
Gkl and with his wsual collector's entlusism,
has a collection of beess fiddles in his home,

John hasn't acquired his Bther's love af col
lecting, though e proudly shows, off hés dals
whenmingy bass fidddles, airorafl photos and a

under the nickige of his iber, Dennis.

mintcondition Vietmum-crm Anmy joop.

“It b bess thean 1,000 mibes,” foha tells visk
tors,

“Muost were destroyed because they wens
() =0 narrow = they e conshiered too dan-
Rerous.”

Law schoad is John's ned ventire, he said,
Applications hiave been mailed to “shout & docen
schoals™ but John saiel le really would ke 1o
wberd law schiood in Tuscaloose

Law woub] be ome mone thing father and son
wunld have in cormamon



